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HARYANA’S STRONG ECONOMIC FUNDAMENTALS POSITION IT AMONG 
INDIA’S TOP INVESTMENT DESTINATIONS: DR. AMIT KUMAR AGRAWAL

DELHI/NCR(TIT NEWS ) :    Highlighting Haryana’s strong economic 
fundamentals and business-friendly policies, Haryana’s Commis-
sioner and Secretary, Industries and Commerce, Dr. Amit Kumar 
Agrawal emphasized that the state is positioned to play a critical 
role in translating the Prime Minister’s vision of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ 
into real outcomes on the ground. Dr. Amit Kumar Agrawal was 
speaking at the Global Business Summit organized in New Delhi 
on Saturday. Welcoming industry leaders and stakeholders, Dr. 
Agrawal said under the leadership of Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini, Haryana is moving forward with a clear roadmap to 
strengthen its position as one of India’s most attractive destina-
tions for investment and enterprise. He said Haryana’s economic 
strength is reflected in four key fundamentals—scale, productiv-
ity, performance, and prosperity. With a Gross State Domestic 
Product of approximately USD 79 billion in real terms, Haryana 
has consistently grown above the national average. Despite ac-
counting for only 1.3 percent of India’s 
geographical area and 2.1 percent 
of its population, the state contributes 
around 7.1 percent of the country’s 
total GST collections. This, he said, is 
a strong testament to Haryana’s eco-
nomic base and its significant value-
addition potential. Over the past 
decade, Haryana’s real growth in per 
capita income has consistently exceeded the national average. 
The state’s per capita income is more than 70 percent higher 
than the national average, underscoring strong consumption 
capacity and purchasing power. Dr. Agrawal further emphasized 
that Haryana’s strategic location is one of its greatest structural 
advantages. Situated at the heart of India’s largest consumption 
zone—the National Capital Region—Haryana offers unparal-
leled connectivity and market access. All districts in the state are 
connected by national highways or four-lane expressways, and 
none is more than three to four hours away from Gurugram or 
Delhi. Additionally, the entire state lies within a 300-kilometre 
radius of three major international airports—New Delhi Inter-
national Airport, Jewar International Airport, and Chandigarh 
International Airport—ensuring rapid access to global markets. 
Haryana has developed strong sectoral ecosystems, including 
automotive and electric vehicle clusters in the NCR belt; medical 
devices in Ambala; textiles in Panipat; leather and footwear in 
Bahadurgarh; food parks across various districts; and a next-
generation electronics cluster at IMT Sohna to support emerging 
industries. He reaffirmed that the state government remains com-
mitted to improving ease of doing business through simple rules, 
better infrastructure and investor-focused governance.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Hirendra Kr. Mandal
info@impressivetimes.com

 FARIDABAD :  The 39th 
edition of the Surajkund 
International Atmanirb-
har Crafts Mela witnessed 
a vibrant cultural evening 
at the main Chaupal on 
Friday, graced by Union 
Minister for Power and 
Housing & Urban Affairs 
Manohar Lal as the chief 
guest. Addressing the 
gathering, Mr. Manohar 
Lal said the Surajkund 
International Crafts Mela 
is providing a world-
class platform to artists 
and helping craftsmen 
gain recognition at both 
national and interna-
tional levels. 
        The cultural evening 
came alive with a capti-
vating performance by 
singer Anuj Sharma, who 
mesmerised the audience 

with a series of hit Hindi 
and Punjabi songs. 
     As soon as he began 
performing at the main 
Chaupal, the venue 

echoed with applause. He 
rendered popular num-
bers such as Tere Jaisa 
Yaar Kahan, Yeh Dosti 
Hum Nahi Todenge, Yeh 

Shaam Mastani, Har Kisi 
Ko Nahi Milta Yahan 
Pyar Zindagi Mein and 
Meri Umar Ke Nau-
jawano, among others. 
Tourists and visitors 
swayed to the tunes late 
into the evening. 
        On the occasion, 
Union Minister hon-
oured Anuj Sharma with 
a memento. The singer 
expressed gratitude to the 
Union Minister, Haryana 
Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini and Tourism 
Minister Arvind Kumar 
Sharma for encouraging 
artists. 
    He said the Haryana 
government’s support 
not only energises per-
formers but also helps 
preserve art and give it 
global recognition. A 
large number of visitors 
were present at the cul-
tural evening.

Haryana–European Union Working Group to Be Established in State: CM Nayab Singh Saini 

Manoj Kumar
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FARIDABAD:  Haryana Chief 
Minister Sh. Nayab Singh Saini 
said the India–European Union 
Free Trade Agreement has opened 
new avenues of trade for the state. 
He urged entrepreneurs of Hary-
ana to take maximum advantage 
of this agreement. The Chief Min-
ister also announced the estab-
lishment of a Haryana–European 
Union Working Group. He was 
addressing a meeting of the 
Haryana European Trade Asso-
ciation in New Delhi on Friday. 
Focus on Product Quality 
    CM Saini stressed the impor-
tance of maintaining high quality 
standards in goods to build global 
trust and credibility. He said the 
India–EU agreement will increase 
demand for Indian expertise in 
sectors such as IT services, data 
science and supply chain man-
agement in Europe, generating 
millions of high-skilled employ-
ment opportunities. For farm-
ers, he described the agreement 

as a new ray of hope, as fruits, 
vegetables and processed food 
products from Haryana will 
now directly reach major Euro-
pean markets. He remarked that 
when the hard work of Hary-
ana’s farmers appears in super-
markets in Brussels, Berlin and 
Paris, it will reflect the strength 
of the state’s agricultural sector. 
 Investor-Friendly Envi-
ronment in Haryana 

     Nayab Singh Saini stated that 
Haryana offers a favorable envi-
ronment for investors and the 
state government is fully commit-
ted to providing a transparent and 
reliable investment ecosystem. 
    Rapid Progress Towards Making 
India the Third Largest Economy 
     The Chief Minister said that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has resolved to make India the 
third largest economy in the world 

and that work in this direction is 
progressing rapidly. He added that 
Haryana has set a target to build 
a one trillion-dollar economy by 
2047, which requires collective 
contribution from all citizens. He 
highlighted that one of the most 
significant aspects of the Euro-
pean trade agreement is the zero 
tariff regime. Under this arrange-
ment, industries such as textiles, 
leather and handicrafts will no 

longer face heavy duties, mak-
ing their products more com-
petitive in European markets. He 
projected an increase in exports 
by 30 to 40 percent, which will 
bring prosperity to weavers, arti-
sans and small entrepreneurs. 
    Goal of the Govern-
ment: Viksit Haryana 
    Haryana’s Industry and Com-
merce Minister Rao Narbir Singh 
said that the India–European 

Union Free Trade Agreement of 
2026 will add a golden chapter to 
history. Haryana, known as the 
industrial engine of the country, 
is ready to roll out the red car-
pet for Europe under this historic 
agreement. The state government’s 
objective is to build a developed 
Haryana and establish the state 
as a global manufacturing hub. 
He informed that the government 
is bringing the “Make in Hary-
ana” Industrial Policy, built on the 
synergy of European quality and 
Indian talent. Haryana possesses 
skilled manpower, land availability 
and a strong industrial ecosystem. 
      On this occasion, Commis-
sioner and Secretary, Industries 
and Commerce Department, Dr. 
Amit Kumar Agrawal; Direc-
tor General, Information, Public 
Relations and Languages Depart-
ment, K. Makarand Pandurang; 
Director General, Industries 
and Commerce Department, Sh. 
Yash Garg; CCI, HSIIDC, Sunil 
Sharma; Industrialist MD Joneja 
Bright Steel Ajay Joneja and other 
senior officials were present.

“Surajkund Mela Showcases Global Talent”, 
Says Union Minister Manohar Lal 

New Technology Sports Complex to Be Built in Neemka, 
Faridabad: Commissioner Dhirendra Khadgata 

Grand closing ceremony of 39th Surajkund 
International Aatmanirbhar Mela on February 15 

Sanjay Chaturvedi 
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FARIDABAD :  Faridabad: Several major 
development projects for Faridabad have 
been approved at a high-level depart-
mental purchase committee meet-
ing chaired by Haryana Urban Local 
Bodies Minister Vipul Goel at the Hary-
ana Civil Secretariat in Chandigarh. 
     Once the projects are approved in 
principle,mthe projects are expected 
to accelerate infrastructure devel-
opment in the city and provide 
improved civic amenities to residents. 
The meeting was attended by Urban Local 
Bodies Minister Vipul Goel, the Commissioner 
and Secretary of the Urban Local Bodies 
Department, Faridabad Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner Dhirendra Khadgata 
(IAS), and other senior officials. Officials said 
that the projects reflect commitments made 
to city residents and are aimed at giving a 
fresh impetus to Faridabad’s development. 
     100 Km Roads to Be Upgraded 
Under Right of Way Plan 
Municipal Commissioner Dhirendra 
Khadgata said, “One of the key decisions 
taken during the High Power Purchase Com-
mittee meeting was related to the Right of 
Way (RoW) development plan. Approval 
has been granted for selecting an archi-
tect/design engineering firm to prepare 
Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for the 
development of nearly 100 kilometers of 
roads within the Municipal Corporation area. 
It was informed that a leading company from 
Pune will design the RoW works, which will 
include construction of drains, footpaths, 
streetlights, and cycle tracks along the roads. 
Officials say that the project is also expected to 

help reduce air pollution once implemented. 
DPRs Approved Under AMRUT 2.0 Scheme
    Under the AMRUT 2.0 scheme, approval 
has also been granted for preparing DPRs and 
DNITs, as well as appointing consultants for 
supervision of proposed works in Faridabad. 
The projects under AMRUT 2.0 will focus on 
major parks, water supply lines, sewerage 
systems along with ensuring 24-hour drink-
ing water supply across the city.
    Rs 70 Crore Sports Complex Planned in 
Neemka In another significant development, 
approval has been given to prepare a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for selecting an architect 
firm from the empaneled list for the develop-
ment of a modern sports complex in Neemka, 
Faridabad.
    Officials said that the selected architect 
firm has rich experience working on proj-
ects across the country. The proposed sports 
complex is expected to cost over Rs 70 crore 
and will feature modern design and facilities, 
including a cricket ground, swimming pool 
and infrastructure for multiple other sports.
    During the meeting, the commit-
tee termed the revised negotiated rates 
submitted by the concerned depart-
ment as appropriate and reasonable, fol-
lowing which they were approved. All 
other terms and conditions will remain 
applicable as per the tender guidelines. 
Executive Engineer Nitin Kadian stated that 
with the approval of these projects, infra-
structure development in Faridabad will 
gain momentum and residents will benefit 
from enhanced civic facilities. Work orders 
for the approved projects are expected to 
be issued soon. After the announcement, 
citizens of Faridabad have raised hope to 
witness a better environment and infra-
structure once these projects are completed. 
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FARIDABAD : The 39th Surajkund 
International Aatmanirbhar Mela, which 
began on January 31 in Faridabad, will 
conclude on Sunday, February 15, with 
a grand and dignified closing ceremony. 
On this occasion, Haryana Governor, 
Prof. Ashim Kumar Ghosh, will attend 
the event as the Chief Guest and grace 
the ceremony of the world-famous 
Surajkund International Crafts Mela. 
    Haryana Tourism Corporation and the 
Mela Administration have completed all 
necessary preparations for the closing 
ceremony. Extensive arrangements have 
been ensured at Surajkund for security, 

traffic management, guest hospitality, 
stage management, and the smooth con-
duct of cultural performances.
    The closing ceremony scheduled at 
3:00 PM on February 15, artisans from 
India and abroad, handicraft experts, 
and artists who delivered outstand-
ing cultural performances will be hon-
oured. The awards will be presented 
in recognition of their significant con-
tribution to preserving traditional 
crafts and folk arts and strengthening 
the vision of an Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

THE CULTURAL EVENING CAME ALIVE 
WITH A CAPTIVATING PERFORMANCE 

BY SINGER ANUJ SHARMA, WHO MES-
MERISED THE AUDIENCE WITH A SERIES OF 
HIT HINDI AND PUNJABI SONGS. 

CM Calls Upon Entrepreneurs to Take Maximum Benefits from India–European Union Free Trade Agreement 

Haryana Chief Minister, Nayab Singh Saini interacting with entrepreneurs during the Haryana-EU Strategic  Investment Roundtable 2026, at 
New Delhi on February 13, 2026. Industries and Commerce Minister Rao Narbir Singh and Commissioner and Secretary, Industries and  

Commerce Department, Dr. Amit Agrawal and industrialist MD Joneja Bright Steel Ajay Joneja are also seen in the picture.

Anuj Sharma’s Hit Performances Light Up Cultural Evening at 39th International Crafts Fair

 Dr. Amit Kr. Agrawal


